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The "Last Things" is a Series on God's ultimate purposes for his people & his creation. The Series will pick up on
the main themes through the Scriptures; themes which find their ultimate fulfilment when Jesus returns to the
world - the whole of creation is renewed, his people are "clothed with immortality," and God reigns supreme.

A few topics have been left out of this series on the 'Last Things" that most would expect to be
covered. The Antichrist and the Future of the Church are two of them that we will consider in the last
two Studies.

Today | am going to reveal : WHEN antichrist appears .... WHO antichrist is
WHAT antichrist believes and does .... and HOW we should react.

I won't speculate or refer to world events (present or future). Nor will | draw on "deep learning"” or
"prophetic insights." | won't promote myself as an "expert in prophecy"” (implying you must be one to
teach or understand it.) I'll only deal with the plain statements of Scripture that are available to anyone.
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1. BELIEVE IT OR NOT! These references, all from John's letters are the ONLY ones in the whole
Bible that refer to antichrist; there are no other references anywhere else. Surely "antichrist" is
in the book of Revelation? John was the author, but no reference there either.

2. METHODOLOGY : We will build a picture of antichrist from the primary sources (the above verses
from John's letters). Then we will check an "alternative” picture of antichrist built from verses in
both the Old and New Testaments that don't actually use the word. This will allow us to judge
the validity of : the USE of those verses, and the ACCURACY of the resulting picture.

WHEN? " . : John is referring to his TIME

WHO? . . . they once identified themselves as CHRISTIAN

WHAT? . # $ . : wrong about Jesus' IDENTITY - not the Messiah, denying
that he . . - wrong about Jesus' NATURE - not both God and Man."
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. . ... antichrist/s is/are false TEACHERS
HOW? "+ m" ... we have nothing to FEAR from antichrist.



1. ANTICHRIST - SINGULAR OR PLURAL? John writes in a distinctive style. Note how John

constructs what may be termed a "compound singular.”
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John doesn't seem to be identifying an individual, but the many who qualify. He then makes
reference to them as a single identity; "many antichrists = the antichrist” and "the antichrist = many
antichrists."

2. ANTICHRIST MEANS? : "antichristos" - transliterated from Greek to English rather than translated.
The prefix "anti" can mean "against" (OPPOSITION) or "instead of" (SUBSTITUTE) The context in
these verses is unambiguous - John uses "antichrist" in the sense of "against” - specifically "against
believing that Jesus is the Messiah or that he is God incarnate.”

3. ANTICHRISTS TODAY? John's language firmly anchors the "antichrist phenomena” into his own
time frame. The only future sense in these texts is "you have heard that the antichrist is coming" -
which was fulfilled in John's time. However, the "last hour" is still with us (another way of saying "last
days" - see Ac2:17, Heb1:2) so we will still have false teachers in error of both Jesus' identity and
nature. So, yes, the "antichrist phenomena" is still with us.

4. ANTICHRISTS OPPRESSING? Are antichrist/s evil persecutors? No, just average, everyday people
.. but holding wrong views about Jesus' identity! John is not cowering under his desk and urging his
readers to run for their lives. This was when the Romans were actively persecuting Christians. In an
ocean where the big fish were in a feeding frenzy, antichrists were (and are) minnows. John doesn't
write of those "who are against Christ" in anger, alarm or fear. If anything, he writes in SORROW!
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1. A CONFLICT OF DEFINITIONS

FROM JOHN'S LETTERS : " Antichrist" - those who in John' day, turned from their profession of
faith in Christ, left the Church and were "false teachers" - in error about who Jesus was.

FROM A CONTEMPORARY PROPHECY MANUAL : "Other than Jesus Christ, the most important
figure in Bible prophecy and all of human history is the coming world ruler - the Antichrist. ... Who
is this satanic superman who is to burst on the world scene? ... The person we refer to as the
Antichrist is known by many different names and titles in Scripture ...There are more than a 100
passages of Scripture that describe the origin, nationality, character, career, kingdom and final
doom of the Antichrist. The goal of this section is to bring all of these scriptural passages into
focus by providing solid, biblical answers about the coming Antichrist." (Mark Hitchcock; "101
Answers To The Most Asked Questions About The End Times" p117)

2. HOW DID WE GET FROM ONE TO THE OTHER?

a. IGNORE John's Letters. Eg. Hal Lindsay in "The Late Great Planet Earth" (Zondervan 1970) has
a Chapter on the Antichrist entitled "Future Fuhrer" from pages 87-102, without one mention of, or
reference to, John's letters.

From a 42 page section on the Antichrist in "101 Answers" there is one reference to John. (Frame
1, over) The summary? "We get the term "antichrist" from John's epistles.” Not any content, just
the term. An older book does the same thing. Oswald Smith (Prophecy - What Lies Ahead") on p2.
See Frame 2 - this is the only reference to John in Smith's Chapter on the Antichrist.

b. UNDERSTAND "anti" = "instead of", then FILTER it through 2Th2:4 & 9, assuming that Paul's
"Man of lawlessness" (2Th2:3) is John's "Antichrist"- even though there is not one point of similarity

c. COBBLE together verses from all over the O & NT without regard to context.
Frames 3 & 4 illustrate the outcome. Note: 1. The "anti" = "instead of" premise leads to a contrast

between Jesus and the Antichrist (the "counterfeit Jesus"), and 2. not a single point of connection in
these lists to the verses in John's letters - which are the only "antichrist" verses in the Bible.
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Not in fear! The future does not belong to an evil political dictator who fools people into thinking he's
Jesus! Antichrist, "one who is against Christ,” is biblically, anyone who has walked away from a
profession of the Christian faith and rejected the person of Jesus - either just no longer believing or
actively encouraging others to do the same. LOVE them. PRAY for them WITNESS to them.




FRAME 1

FRAME 2

FRAME 3

FRAME 4

Christ

Antichrist

Miracles, signs, and wonders
(Matthew 9:32-33; Mark 6:2)

Miracles, signs, and wonders
(Matthew 24:24; 2 Thessalonians 2:9)

Is God Claims to be God
(John 1:1-2; 10:35) (2 Thessalonians 2:4)
Is the Lion from Judah Has a mouth like a lion
(Revelation 5:5) (Revelation 13:2)

Causes men to worship God
(Revelation 1:6)

Causes men to worship Satan
(Revelation 13:3—+4)

Followers sealed on their forehead
(Revelation 7:4; 14:1)

Followers sealed on their forehead or
right hand (Revelation 13:16-18)




